GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Washington, D.C. 20230
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May 29, 2014

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
President of the Senate

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. President:

The Administration is pleased to forward for your consideration the enclosed draft
legislation, entitled the “Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Convention Amendments of 2014.” This
draft bill proposes amendments to the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Convention Act of 1995 in
order to implement the “Amendment to the Convention on Future Multilateral Coaperation in
the Nortinvest Atlantic Fisheries” (Amendment), adopted by the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries
Organization (NAFO) on September 28, 2007. The Amendment represents a reorganization of
NAFO and its underlying convention to better reflect current fisheries science and management
principles and practices. The changes to the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Convention Act of
1995 are mostly administrative in nature, and reflect the Amendment's restructuring of the
convention governing NAFO.

On April 22, 2013, the President transmitied the Amendment to the Senate for advice and
consent to ratification. The President’s transmittal message noted that implementation of the
Amendment requires changes to the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Convention Act of 1995. On
April 3, 2014, the Senate gave its advice and consent to ratification of the Amendment. The
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of Commerce is the
tead agency for U.S. implementation of the Amendment. The Department of State and the U.S,
Coast Guard also share responsibility for carrying out obligations in the Amendment.

The Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 provides that revenue and direct spending
legislation cannot, in the aggregate, increase the on-budget deficit. If such legislation increases
the on-budget deficit and that increase is not offset by the end of the Congressional session, a
sequestration must be ordered. This proposal would affect direct spending and revenues, but the
effects of this proposal would net to zero; therefore, it is in compliance with the Statutory
PAYGO Act.

The effect of this draft bill on the deficit is:

~ Fiscal Years {doliars in millicns)

2013 [ 2014 [ 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | Total

Revenues 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mandatory 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o
OQutlays

Net Deficit Impact {| 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0




The Office of Management and Budget has advised that there is no objection to
transmittal of this proposal and that its enactment would be in accord with the program of the
President. If you have any questions, please contact me or Margaret Cummisky, Assistant
Secretary for Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs, at (202) 482-3663.

Sincerely,

WA

ellyR. Welsh

Enclosures



Identical Letters Sent To:

The Honorable Harry Reid
Majority Leader

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510-7020

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Minority Leader

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable John Boehner
Republican Leader

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515-6501

The Honorable Eric Cantor
Majority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
House Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jay Rockefeller

Chairman, Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Robert Menendez
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Doc Hastings

Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Edward R. Royce
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510



The Honorable Bill Shuster
Chairman, Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510



